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Invention The present invention relates to a
particle detector for detecting particles such as
bacteria, viruses and the like which adhere to a

sample container, and a particle counting
apparatus. More particularly, the present
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invention relates to a particle detector and a
particle counting apparatus which can accurately

count the amount of particles adhering to the
surface of the sample container, even though the
sampling area of the sample container is large. 2.
Description of the Related Art Conventionally, a

culture system is used for the detection of a
pathogenic microorganism in a patient's blood,
the detection of a pathogenic microorganism

adhering to a sample container, such as a blood
sample container, and the like. In such a culture

system, a sample container containing a sample is
adhered to the sample holder of a culture vessel,
and the culture vessel is inoculated with culture
media. Then, the pathogenic microorganism of
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the sample is cultured for a certain period, and
then the culture media is removed from the

culture vessel, and the culture vessels are stored at
a predetermined temperature. The culture media
remaining in the culture vessel are measured, and
the pathogenic microorganism of the sample can
be detected by comparing the measurement result
with a predetermined threshold. In such a culture

system, in order to obtain a pathogenic
microorganism count value having a high level of
reliability, the sample container (mainly, a blood

sample container) needs to be a clean
environment, such that no bacteria, viruses and

the like adhering to the inner surface of the
sample container are left. However, in reality, the
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handling (for example, the transfer and placement
of the sample container) of the sample container,

until the measurement of the culture media is
carried out, sometimes involves a 570a42141b
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